For Small Groups Meeting the Week of June 13th

BiG IDEA: WHEN THE ODDS ARE AGAINST YOU

CONNECT with God’s family: (15 minutes)

1. Share a memory you have of playing hide and seek.

GROW in Christ: (45 minutes)
As we continue in our new sermon series, “Man vs. Wild”, let's consider these verses
from the Bible covering the life of Gideon.

Read aloud the following passages from the Bible:

OThen the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath tleatgtree at Ophrah, which belonged
to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a
winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites.O

Judges 6:11

OThe angel of the LORD appeared to him and saidight¥l hero, the LORD is with you!O
Judges 6:12

OBut Lord,0 Gideon replied, Ohow can | rescue Israel? My clan is the weakibst whole

tribe of Manasseh, and | am the least in my entire family!O (16) The LORD said to him, Ol will

be with you. And yowvill destroy the Midianites as if you were fighting against one man.00
Judges 6:1516

Palm Valley www.palmvalley.org

RCH




The LORD said to Gideon, OYou have too many warriors with you. If | let all of you fight the
Midianites, the Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselvesdaydtvn strength. (3)
Therefore, tell the people, OWhoever is timid or afraid may leave this mountain and go home.00
So 22,000 of them went home, leaving only 10,000 who were willing to fight.

Judges 7:23

OThe LORD told Gideon, OWith these 300 menlireticue you and give you victory over the
Midianites. Send all the others home.OO
Judges 7:7

OThen all three groups blew their horns and broke their jars. They held the blazing torches in
their left hands and the horns in their right handsand they all shouted, OA sword for the
LORD and for Gideon!O
(21) Each man stood at his position around the camp and watched as all the Midianites
rushed around in a panic, shouting as they ran to escape.O

Judges 7:2021

OFor | can do everything tlough Christ, who gives me strength.O
Philippians 4:13

Discussion Questions.

1. Gideon was hiding when the Angel of the Lord came and found him. How can
fear and doubt cause us to miss out on God'’s best?

2. In Gideon'’s story, he had to tear down the idol first. What idols can be taking
God'’s place today in our lives, and how do we tear them down?

3. The Angel of the lord called Gideon, “Mighty Hero”, even though he was hiding.
God sees us as he intends us to be not just as we are. How can we help each
other believe that God has good plans for us?

4. If you want to be used by God, there will be fallout. Pastor Greg told several
personal stories of opposition. How can we prepare for and handle opposition
when it comes?

5. Your biggest fear is usually attached to your biggest strength. What have you
been afraid to do in the past that God may want to use in your life?
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SERVE others: (10 minutes)
Review the main points of this weeks’ Bible message by Pastor Greg.

When The Odds Are Against You

1) Eear and doubt will causeme to miss out on GodOs best

2) God usually uses thaingualified and theinsignificant for greatness
3) If I want to be used by Godthere will be fallout

4) God has aplan for your problem

1. God delivered a whole nation with Gideon and 300 men. Why do you think God
is not worried about impossible underdog situations, and what can we learn from
that?

SHARE Christ: (10 minutes)

Memory Verse:

OFor | can do everything through Christ, who gives me strengih

Philippians 4:13

WORSHIP

Ask each person in the group to answer this question then close in prayer, praying for
each other’s requests.

How can we help you in prayer this week?
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