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For Small Groups meeting the week of February 21

Bic IDEA: WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE TRIBULATION

CONNECT with God’s family (15 minutes):

1. Can you think of a time when you were treated unfairly, were lied to, or
suffered loss because of someone else’s behavior? How did that make you
feel?

2. Think of a time when you didn’t get what you deserved or were forgiven
when you asked for forgiveness. How did that make you feel?

GROW in Christ (45 minutes): 3
This week we are going to focus on the implications of JesusGecond coming when he
returns in His power and glory.

Read aloud the following passages from the Bible.

2 Cor. 11:14 (NIV)
E Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.

Rev. 19:1321 (NLT)

Then | saw heaven opened, and a wihiese was standing there. And the one sitting on the
horse was named Faithful and True. For he judges fairly and then goes to war. [12] His eyes
were bright like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on him,
and only he knewvhat it meant. [13] He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and his title
was the Word of God. [14] The armies of heaven, dressed in pure white linen, followed him on
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white horses. [15] From his mouth came a sharp sword, and with it he struck dowatioimes.
He ruled them with an iron rod, and he trod the winepress of the fierce wrath of almighty God.
[16] On his robe and thigh was written this title: King of kings and Lord of lords.

[17] Then | saw an angel standing in the sun, shouting toulheas flying high in the sky:
"Come! Gather together for the great banquet God has prepared. [18] Come and eat the flesh of
kings, captains, and strong warriors; of horses and their riders; and of all humanity, both free and
slave, small and great."

[19] Then | saw the beast gathering the kings of the earth and their armies in order to fight
against the one sitting on the horse and his army. [20] And the beast was captured, and with him
the false prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf of the Neagtacles that deceived all who
had accepted the mark of the beast and who worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false
prophet were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. [21] Their entire army was
killed by the sharp sword thaame out of the mouth of the one riding the white horse. And all
the vultures of the sky gorged themselves on the dead bodies.

2 Peter 3:9 (NLT)

O'he Lord isn't really being slow about his promise to return, as some people think. No, he is
being pdéient for your sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time for
everyone to repen®

Rev. 16:9 (NLT)
OEand they cursed the name of God, who sent all of these plagues. They did not repent and
give him gloryO

John 10:10 (NIV)
OThe thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full.O

Discussion questions.
1. In 2 Cor. 11:14 it say’s “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.”
As a group think of some of the ways Satan offers a counterfeit of what
God offers.

2. According to John 10:10 what is Satan’s true purpose in his actions? How
have you experienced that in your life, or in the life of someone close to
you?

3. In ll Peter 3:9 what is God’s purpose in delaying judgment for evil actions?

Do you think that people sometimes misunderstand God’s delay, and how?

4. In Revelation 19 Jesus is not coming as a suffering savior but in power and
glory and to judge fairly. How do think that is consistent with his
character?
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5. After all the plagues and judgments in the end times, in Rev. 16:9 it talks
about how people will still curse God’s name and not repent and turn from
sin. Do you think God will have shown that he gave everybody many
chances to be saved? And how does that affect your view of the balance
between God’s Grace and His Justice?

SERVE others (10 minutes):
Review the main points of this weeks(Bible message.

Satan is a thief. He accomplishes his work by counterfeiting the things of God.

Two main Purposes of the Tribulation:

1. Judgment
2. Salvation

SHARE Christ (10 minutes):
Memory Verse:

2 Peter 3:9 (NLT)

The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise to return, as some people think. No, he is
being patient foyour sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time for
everyone to repent.

1. One of the main reasons Christ has not come back yet is to allow more
people to repent. How important do you think sharing your faith is? And
what is the single biggest barrier for you personally to share your faith?

WORSHIP

Prayer is an important part of our relationship with God. He is magnified in our lives as
we focus on Him in prayer and song and other ways. LetOs encourage each dter in
prayer this week.

Answer the question, OHow can we help you in prayer this week?0

People | am praying for this week:
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